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obligation or expenditure prohibited by section 
204 of the Admiral James W. Nance and Meg 
Donovan Foreign Relations Authorization Act, 
Fiscal Years 2000 and 2001 (22 U.S.C. 2452b) (re-
lating to limitations on the obligation or expend-
iture of funds by the Department of State for a 
United States pavilion or exhibit at an inter-
national exposition or world’s fair registered by 
the BIE). 

(b) PROHIBITION ON SOLICITATION OF FUNDS.— 
Section 204(b)(1)(C) of the Admiral James W. 
Nance and Meg Donovan Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Years 2000 and 2001 (22 
U.S.C. 2452b(b)(1)(C)) is amended by inserting 
after ‘‘expositions’’ the following: ‘‘, except that 
no employees of the Department of State may, in 
their official capacity, solicit funds to pay ex-
penses for a United States pavilion or other 
major exhibit at any international exposition or 
world’s fair registered by the Bureau of Inter-
national Expositions’’. 

Mr. EMMER (during the reading). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to dispense with the reading of the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY, 
MAY 4, 2017, TO MONDAY, MAY 8, 
2017 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. on Monday, May 8, 2017. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
f 

JOHNSON AMENDMENT REPEAL 

(Mr. BANKS of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
in light of this morning’s long overdue 
executive order on religious freedom 
and free speech, I rise today to thank 
my colleagues in Congress on their sup-
port for a thorough reform of the John-
son amendment, which has hindered 
the ability of faith-based nonprofits 
and churches from engaging in free 
speech and exercising freedom of reli-
gion. 

Since 1954, the Johnson amendment 
has given the IRS the broad authority 
to censor the free speech of pastors, 
churches, and other tax-exempt organi-
zations across America. 

The IRS’ vague interpretation of pro-
hibited forms of speech under this law 
has led to uncertainty about what 
speech constitutes a formal violation. 

Furthermore, when the Johnson 
amendment was originally adopted, it 
was passed without debate, committee 
hearings, or any other procedure we 
use in Congress today. 

We need to allow America’s churches, 
pastors, and other faith leaders to 

speak freely on all spheres of life, in-
cluding relevant political candidates 
and elections. We need to return free 
speech back to our spiritual leaders 
and faith-based organizations without 
fear of government censorship. 

Thank you, Mr. President, for acting 
to ensure that America’s churches will 
again be a safe place to discuss all im-
portant matters in life. While today’s 
actions are a strong start, there is 
more work to be done to protect reli-
gious freedom in the United States of 
America. 

f 

WE ARE NOT GOING FORWARD IN 
HEALTH CARE, WE ARE GOING 
BACKWARDS 
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, in 2010, I 
was here and voted for the Affordable 
Care Act. It passed. It was one of the 
most proudest moments I have had in 
Congress. 

My father was a doctor who provided 
health care. I know what health care is 
like. I suffered from polio at age 5, and 
have been a constant recipient of 
health care. Every American should 
have had that right. 

What happened today was cruel, 
mean, and heartless. It gave $1 billion 
in tax breaks to the richest people in 
this country. It took health care from 
24 million people. It made the insur-
ance policies that will be available to 
people less fulsome if they can waive 
essential benefits, and that includes 
parts of insurance that were essential 
under the Affordable Care Act. 

The policies will be nearly worthless. 
They will have high deductibles, and 
they will cost people more and more 
because the credits are not as much as 
the subsidies. 

The poor were hurt, the middle class 
were hurt, and seniors were hurt. It is 
a sad day when that was cheered, and a 
day that will go down as one of the 
worst days in the history of this House. 
We are not going forward and providing 
people with the care they need in 
health care; we are going backwards. I 
rue this day. 

f 

HEALTH CARE IS A RIGHT, NOT A 
PRIVILEGE 

(Mr. CUMMINGS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, 2 
weeks ago at a townhall in Baltimore, 
a young lady came forward. She was 28 
years old. She said: I have stage IV 
cancer. I got married just a few years 
ago. My husband and I were consid-
ering having a baby, but now I have 
discovered that that won’t happen. The 
Affordable Care Act saved my life. 

The last thing she said—and she 
begged—was: You have got to act now 
because, if you don’t, I will be dead. 

Mr. Speaker, the last thing I said to 
her was that I will give it everything I 
have got. 

Just a few moments ago, when I 
heard the other side of the aisle cheer 
as the bill was passed, it gave me great 
pain. 

But I want to say to her and to the 
American people: I will fight until my 
death to make sure that we get you the 
care that you need. 

Health care is a right, not a privi-
lege. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FATHER GEORGE 
CLEMENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. RUSH) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a true hero in my 
heart and the hearts of so many in my 
hometown of Chicago, Illinois: Father 
George H. Clements. 

Father Clements, yesterday, cele-
brated the 60th anniversary of his ordi-
nation into the Roman Catholic 
Church. His path towards divinity 
began early in life when he became the 
first Black graduate of Chicago’s 
Quigley Academy Seminary in 1945. 
From there, he went on to pursue his 
education and earned a bachelor of arts 
degree in sacred theology and a master 
of arts degree in philosophy from St. 
Mary of the Lake Seminary. 

Mr. Speaker, after ordination, Father 
Clements continued his role as a trail-
blazer when, in June of 1969, he became 
the first Black priest of Holy Angels 
Catholic Church, which we in the First 
District of Illinois are proud to claim. 

Mr. Speaker, from that position, Fa-
ther Clements has had a tremendous 
impact on lives all across the city of 
Chicago and all across our great Na-
tion. One such incident of tremendous 
significance to me personally are his 
actions that he undertook in the after-
math of the assassination of my dear 
friend and deputy chairman of the Illi-
nois Chapter of the Black Panther 
Party, Fred Hampton. 

On December 4, 1969, Fred Hampton 
was assassinated. December 4, 1969, is a 
dark day in the history of the civil 
rights movement and in the struggle 
for social justice here in our great Na-
tion. Mr. Speaker, that is the day that 
Fred Hampton, as I said before, was as-
sassinated by members of the Cook 
County State’s Attorney’s Office, who 
worked in conjunction with the Chi-
cago Police Department and the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is only by the grace 
of God that I escaped that same fate. 
Knowing that I was being pursued as a 
target of the FBI, the Cook County 
State’s Attorney’s Office, and the Chi-
cago Police Department, this same ex-
traordinary priest, Father George 
Clements, offered me protection under 
the very old ecclesiastical right of 
sanctuary that has been honored 
throughout many centuries here and 
all across the world in a church not 
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